


Punchline:
Confession doesn’t lead to 

condemnation it leads to restoration



Recap
❖ First 6 weeks focused on 

rebuilding the wall
❖ Finding identity
❖ The importance of scripture



On the twenty-fourth day of the same 
month, the Israelites gathered 
together, fasting and wearing 

sackcloth and putting dust on their 
heads.

Nehemiah 9: 1 NIV



Those of Israelite descent had 
separated themselves from all 

foreigners. They stood in their places 
and confessed their sins and the sins 

of their ancestors.
Nehemiah 9: 2 NIV



They stood where they were and read 
from the Book of the Law of the Lord 

their God for a quarter of the day, and 
spent another quarter in confession 
and in worshiping the Lord their God

Nehemiah 9: 3 NIV



Standing on the stairs of the Levites 
were Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, 

Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani and 
Kenani. They cried out with loud 

voices to the Lord their God.
Nehemiah 9: 4 NIV



God Reveals Hearts
❖ The Israelites gathered with a 

purpose
❖ They confess their sins and the 

sins of those from the past





Worship Leads to Revelation
❖ Worship is anything done for the 

glory of God
❖ Worship puts us in a posture of 

humility
❖ Worship bring us close to God



Nehemiah 9: 5-15
❖ Creator - Everything
❖ Promise keeper -Abraham
❖ Rescuer - Israelites in Egypt
❖ Guide - 10 commandments





Who is God in Your Life?
❖ Creator - the beauty and peace
❖ Promise keeper - salvation
❖ Rescuer - temptation to sin
❖ Guide - behavior and life decisions



Nehemiah 9: 16-31
❖ Confession of past sins
❖ Ancestors were “stiƴ necked”
❖ People rebelled and were 

disobedient





Speaking Confession
❖ Trust in the attributes of God
❖ Confess without justification or 

excuse
❖ Confess to others
❖ Receive confessions



“Now therefore, our God, the great God, mighty 
and awesome, who keeps his covenant of love, 

do not let all this hardship seem trifling in your 
eyes the hardship that has come on us, on our 
kings and leaders, on our priests and prophets, 
on our ancestors and all your people, from the 

days of the kings of Assyria until today.
Nehemiah 9: 32 NIV



In all that has happened to us, you 
have remained righteous; you have 

acted faithfully, while we acted 
wickedly.

Nehemiah 9: 33 NIV



Our kings, our leaders, our priests 
and our ancestors did not follow your 
law; they did not pay attention to your 
commands or the statutes you warned 

them to keep
Nehemiah 9: 34 NIV



Even while they were in their 
kingdom, enjoying your great 

goodness to them in the spacious and 
fertile land you gave them, they did 
not serve you or turn from their evil 

ways.
Nehemiah 9: 35 NIV



“But see, we are slaves today, slaves 
in the land you gave our ancestors so 
they could eat its fruit and the other 

good things it produces.

Nehemiah 9: 36 NIV



Because of our sins, its abundant 
harvest goes to the kings you have 
placed over us. They rule over our 

bodies and our cattle as they please. 
We are in great distress.

Nehemiah 9: 37 NIV



In view of all this, we are making a 
binding agreement, putting it in 

writing, and our leaders, our Levites 
and our priests are aƵxing their seals 

to it.”
Nehemiah 9: 38 NIV



Continuing Commitment 
❖ The people are still in rough shape
❖ They don’t blame anyone 
❖ They commit to honor and worship 

God alone





Ongoing Process
❖ Confession isn’t the end result it’s 

part of the process
❖ Keep going with Jesus
❖ Keep going with Hometown 



Confession as a Brick
❖ Brings us closer to God and aware of 

His grace and mercy and compassion 
❖ Start with worship
❖ Remember who God is
❖ Speak confession
❖ Keep going


