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- Waiting in anticipation for t\hecoming of Jesus




A - Punchline
- Jesusisn't the total package
_ He's the perfect package




To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. “He
‘committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When
they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead he entrusted himself to

Mo who judges justly

1 Peter 2: 21-23 NIV




“He himself hore our sins” in his hody on the cress, so that
‘we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his
wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep
going astray,”but now you have returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer ef yeur souls.

1 Peter 2: 24-25 NIV



W The Package
% Jesus was perfect |
% No deceit in His mouth
% He\ was insulted; didn't insult hack

% He was able to be the perfect package in whlch
the gifts of Advent were able to come







W he Package
- % He gave us the gifts of Advent
o Hope o = =
o Peace '

o Joy




About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be
taken throughout the Empire. This was the first census
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to
travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for.

Luke 2: 1-5 MSG



S0 Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to
Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a
descendant of David, he had to go there. He went W|th
Mary, his flancee who was pregnant.

Luke 2: 1-5 MSG



While they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
She gave birth to a son, her firsthorn. She wrapped him in
a blanket and laid him in a manger, hecause there was no
room in the hostel |

Luke 2: 6-7 MSG



There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood. They
hhad set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s
angel stood among them and God’s glory hlazed around
them. They were terrlfled |

Luke 2: 8-12 MSG



The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. ’'m here to announce a
great and joyful event that is meant for everybody,
‘worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a
Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you're to look
for: a haby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger

Luke 2: 8-12 MSG




At once the angel was joined by a huge angellc choir
singing God’s praises: Glory to God in the heavenly helghts
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.

Luke 2: 13-14 MSG




As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds
talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we
can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.”
They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in the manger

Luke 2: 15-18 MSG



Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what
the angels had said about this child. All who heard the
shepherds were impressed.

Luke 2: 15-18 MSG




Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear,
deep within herself. The shepherds returned and let loose,
glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard
and seen. It turned out exactly the way they'd been told!

Luke 2: 19-20 MSG



he Shepherds

- % They saw and believed
% Then they SHARED what they saw

% The people were |mpressed by what the
shepherds said







hare Like the Shepherds
% Run to your Bible |
% Talk about it and share it e
v Share Jesus with how you live
% More powerful to act like Jesus than talk ahout
Jesus =




ar
= % Kept everything close, and deep inside of
herself e —
* Made |t part of what defines her
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Treasure Like Mary
* Hold Jesus dear hy spending quallty time W|th
‘Him
* What is He saymg or doing?
% Do you need to just sit with Him?
% When we treasure Jesus He accents the rest of

our Ilves




W WrapUp
% Remember Jesus is the perfect package in
“which all of the Advent gifts come
% Have fun, rest, enjoy, spend time with people

* Don't forget Jesus and everything He brought




Audio file

Christmas Eve Audio.mp3

Transcript

Packages coming. They're always really fun, right? We like to get. Things mine was. Probably when |
bought that guitar, actually it came. | had to have it shipped and it was right afterJeremiah was born. So
| guess I've had that almost 8 a little over 8 years now, and | remember watching it and checking the
tracking details. | was at work like noticing it got delivered, but then | saw, like the signing address.
Wasn't my address. | was like, what the heck? Who's got my guitar? And it was actually guy across the
street had signed for it. Must not have been home or whatever it was. And at the time we didn't know
this guy super well. And | was like ohh like, I'm going to be able to go and actually get my guitar. And |
did. | wentoverthere and got it and it was great and. Have my awesome guitar, but we've all waited for
different packages, different gifts to show up. Maybe you know what's inside. Maybe it's somebody
sending you a gift you don't know. I'm a big, like, checking that tracking data. | don't know why, but it
really excites me when it's like, oh, it was there. Now it got closer out for delivery. And Amazon
sometimes does, like, the. How many? Drops away. It is like, oh man, | bet | could find the truck if |
wanted to. Like, | better go find it. It's right there. And then it's delivered, right. And then you go to the
porch and you're waiting to see it. You open the door and there it is in. That beautiful brown box. Right.
It's a brown box or a white box, or an orange. It's Shutterfly, whatever. Butit's in a box, right? Everything
that we order comes in packaging before we get to what's. Side and the packaging does matter. We've
been in a series these last few weeks on Advent where we've talked about the themes of Advent and
how they're many gifts, butin one package, right, we've done the. Gifts, hope, peace, joy and love. But
today we're going to talk about the package, which is Jesus. All of these gifts come in Jesus Advent. This
season is about the waiting, the anticipation, the expectation of the coming of Jesus. So yes. Spoiler on
Christmas Eve, we're going to talk. About Jesus. All right, so apparently he is the answer today. So
Lindsay wins with her answer. Now when thinking about Jesus as the package, all these guys come in
might be thinking alright, well, he brings all these Jesus has to be the total package. We talk about.
People are things as the total package. They got it all. That works, but | want us to think about it a little
differently. Think about it like this. Jesus isn't the total package. He's the perfect package. So he's not
justeverything. He is literally perfection. And we're gonna start with a passage in first, Peter, before we
dive into the traditional Christmas story to talk about Jesus as the perfect passage. So let's read here
just. Few verses from first Peter two this verses 21 through 25 be right up here behind me. It says this.
This you were called because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in
his steps. He committed no sin, no deceit was found in his mouth when they hurled their insults at him,
he did not retaliate. When he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him, who
judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness by his wounds. You have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you
have returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls will stop there. Jesus was perfect, says no
defect. There was no blame, no blemish. He wore all of our defects. Our blames our blemishes, but had
none of his own. He had no sin. And this is kind of crazy to think about. He had no deceit in his mouth.
The word they used biblically is geil, which is basically talk that would harm or trick somebody else. This



was common. People would try to trick, people would use words that would harm this kind of stuff
happened. The Pharisees would constantly try to trick or trap Jesus into saying something. They could
arrest him for. But he didn't respond like that. He was insulted, but he didn't insult back. Jesus was not. |
know you are, but what am | type of guy, which is what most of us? Might want to. Do he suffered? He
was hurt, he was beaten, but he didn't threaten harm back. He did threaten to get even. He ain't going
to self-defense and block and punch back. All of those would have been natural human responses.
Things we might have done. And understandably so. But he stayed pure. He stayed perfect because he
was perfect. He could bear our imperfections. Because he was perfect, he could be the perfect package
in which the gifts of Adventwere able to come. He was totally pure, and that package was perfect. If you
haven't noticed yet, | have two different packages up here wrapped in various states of being. My kids
wrapped these, by the way. This is a great activity on like Thursday, they were both home and | needed
somethingto occupy for like half an hour. So | gave them each a box and gave them wrapping paper and
said go just said wrap it. | don't care what it looks like. This is Joe Ellis. She went bosenko, Ric. That was
her thing. So we got Bose here. No, this is better than what | would do. | know Stacy's right. I'm not
allowed to wrap presents at home. That was, | believe, your two of our marriage. | lost that privilege.
This one is Jeremiah. He went with a lot more paper. He tried to cover as much as. He could. Fantastic
job. Now if we look at these, I'll keep holding this one. They might look incomplete. Maybe somebody
tried to rip it, but. They weren't done well. They look far from perfect. The stuff Jesus had done to him
would have made him look like this. Ripped up, beaten, imperfect and just dropped around. But he
stayed perfect even with any of this type of stuff that would have happened to him. He stayed pure. He
stayed perfect. And because of that, he could give us the gifts from Advent. As a reminder, it's hope,
which is an anticipation that God will be who he's promised to be, and that we have a future with Jesus.
He gave us peace where he puts all the pieces. Of our lives. Together, he made peace between us and
God when we were separate, he made peace between us and other people and peace inside of
ourselves. When everything going around us was crazy. And then, joy, remember not a feeling of
happiness with joy, but an inner satisfaction and contentment far bigger than an emotion which
changes. Joy doesn't have to change. A choice to have inner satisfaction in Jesus when life around us
feels like a Blizzard is going. And then love, we talked about last week a self sacrificing others first
service and care forotherstype of love and we give this love to others. We show it to other people and
we show them Jesus when we do it. God gave it to us in what we're celebrating tonight and tomorrow
the birth of Jesus. He didn't have to do it. But he did. So Jesus was the perfect package and he brought
gifts that nobody else could bring that nobody else can give. So do we do with it? Do we just sit there
and stare at him on the mantle? Not totally. We're going to look at what we do with it from the
traditional Christmas story, and we're going to see two very different responses to the birth. Of Jesus in.
Luke 2, I'm going to read Luke 2 verses one through 20. I'm gonna use a different translation. Normal.
We're usually in the NIV. I'm going to use the message, which is a little more paraphrase or thought for
thought, but| really like it as | read it and this this week. So | like some of the wording so it'll be up here.
You can follow along up here, but this is kind of our traditional Christmas story. Luke, two one through
20 says about that time. Caesar Augustus ordered acensusto be takenthroughoutthe empire. This was
the first census when Cranius, the governor of Syria, everyone had to travel to his own ancestral
hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazi. Up to Bethlehem and
Judah, David's town for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary,
his fiance, who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth
to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in a blanket, laid him in a Mangerbecause there was no room.



In the hostel. There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over
their sheep. Suddenly, God's angels stood among them in God's glory. Blazed around them. They were
terrified. The Angelsaid. Don't be afraid. I'm here to announce a greatand joyfuleventthatis meantfor.
Everybody worldwide, A savior has just been born in David's town, a savior who is Messiah and master.
This is what you're to look for. A baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a Manger. At once the Angel
was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God's praises. Glory to God in the heavenly heights. Peace to
all menand women on Earth who please him. As the Angel Choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds
talked it over. Let's get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God's revealed
to us they left running and found Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in the Manger. Seeing was
believing. They told everyone they met what the Angels had said about this child, all who heard the
shepherds were impressed. Mary keptallthese things to herself, holdingthem dear deep within herself.
The shepherds returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had seen and
heard. It turned out exactly the way they've been told will stop there. Right. So we have the shepherds
and Mary are the two kind of sides. We're going to look at this from. The first is shepherds talked about
shepherds beforethey were looked down upon group of people. They would have been low class in this
day and age not reliable, unclean. All this good stuff. Be at the Angel visits them first we talked about.
That a few weeks ago. Super cool that the Angel visits people that really needed. Boy 1st. So what they
do, they hear this news like, OK, this sounds awesome. And they go right away. They go fast as they
wentrunning, they had enough faith to go check this thing out right away. It's seeing was believing they
saw and they believed. Then comes what they did with it then. They shared it. They shared it, they told
everyone and picture the shepherds low class people. Not a lot of respect. Wipe the ones you look right
past. They go around telling people about this crazy thing that happened. Butthey. And says the people
were impressed. People heard it, took it in, listened to the shepherds because it came from God. They
wanted to share this amazing thing that happened then they let loose and praise God for it. Let it fly.
They didn't care who saw them praising God because this amazing thing happened. They had to share it.
People. Something great you've gotten that you shared. I'm going to tell throughout this morning two
kind of stories about some family Christmas things I've had in my family time as it's Christmas and one
was that | had Grandpa Bob, good Midwestern boy, | have a grandpa Bob who loved Brandy, old
fashions. Classic grandpa. Grandpawould come on Christmas to whatever house we were at, and we put
him in the chair. And whatever room we were in, and he walked with a cane. He'd had some strokes,
and he kind of jokingly point poke you with the cane, kind of nudge you with it. That was his love
language. But he always got peanut brittle as a gift. Always got peanut brittle as we loved. | never saw
him share peanutbutter. It was his right. Well, then one year we're sitting, it was my parents living room
and man, Stacy and | eitherengaged or had just been married and she kind of like, jokingly takes it from
him. And | saw this look on his face like, | know he's going to do like nobody's taking his peanut brittle.
So he kind of looks at her. I'm waiting, like, oh, man, this is going to be we're not very far into this.
Problem. And then he says, help yourself. | was like what? I've been your grandson for 20 some odd
yearsand neverhad it offered to. He shared it. He loved that peanut butter, he. Waited every yearfor it.
But he shared it cause he had something great. The shepherds were given something great, some great
news. They checked it out. Then they shared it. So for us, we want to share like the shepherds share.
Like the shepherds. The shepherds raced to the stable to see the baby and believe it. We don't have to
run very far to see and believe we come to our Bibles. Bibles on your table. Many of us have them at
home or on phones or tablets. If you need a Bible, just take the one off your table. Merry Christmas
from us to you. We can go get it right away. Read it. See it. Believe it. Dig into it. We have that proof.



Don't just wait for Sundays for me to get up here and tell you what I'm taking from it. Read it yourself.
Do it every day and then share it. Like the shepherds, the shepherds. Read it. Right. Talk about it and
share it with the people you have relationships with the people you know, don't hide what Jesus has
donein your life. Now know this can feelvery intimidating to talk about. Jesus, | get that you might say. |
don't know if I'm comfortable talking about it. Fair share Jesus with how you lived with how you live
your life is another way to share Jesus. We talked about how just loving other people last week is a way
to show them Jesus. That's showing Jesus serving others, meeting their needs. Family members. Caring
about them and loving them, friends, neighbors and yes, even the people that you hope wake up with
Cole in their sackings tomorrow morning. Those are also the ones we need to love. Somebody getting
cold at that table. | heard a noise. Ohh boy. It's important showing the love of God is important and
acting like it. I've been on this kick for a few years now that it's more powerful to act like Jesus than
actually talk about Jesus. Right now that's you have to agree with that. That's my personal conviction.
But act like Jesus and it's so powerful. Soin whateverways you can with your words, with your life, with
your heart share, Jesus, the package and the gifts he brought. That's the shepherds. Now we got
married. Mary had a very different response. Equally as important it says she kept. Everything inside.
She held it dear and deep inside of herself, her baby, her son, this miraculous birth. She just took it in.
She held it closely, which makes total sense, right? This makes complete and total sense. She held
something closely, a gift she was given. She held it closely to herself. Think about holding a gift closely.
Anothergrandparents story | had, a grandma Betty. She's also since passed away, but she loved to play
games with us, her grandkids, and also games at the senior apartments she had lived. In now, grandma,
sometimes grandma played a little fast and loose with the rules like she would go for a fourth shake in a
game of Yahtzee. Like grand. Like you can't go again. She would blame it on the old air like. No, no.
Grandma was trying to put one over all the time. But from what | understand is the most competitive
one with Scrabble at the senior apartments, they would meet in a different person's room. | think
there's actually like some sort of traveling stuffy or trophy or something for the winners and the loser.
So one yearfor Christmas. | know, right? They're serious over there. We got our Scrabble dictionary one
year. OK, so we got it for her. She's looking at him like, hey, grandma, are you gonna, you know, like,
share that with your friends and let them see it. And she looks at me and goes, clutches it to her chest.
Goodness, no. Jeffrey. Paul. This is mine. And I'm like full name middle name. Like, that was reserved
when | was in trouble. | was like, wow. Alright. She treasured that thing, said. This is mine. I'm going to
keep it deep within me cause she wanted to win, love, her competitiveness aboutit. Great. But she held
it very close. Mary held Jesus birth very close to her. So we want to hold Jesus deep inside of us,
treasure him, value him, make him part of who you are. We hold Jesus dear and deep by spending time
with him by spending quality time with him. Read your Bible, pray, listen to music, draw journal, paint. It
doesn't matter. But havingJesus at the front of your mind when you're doing that is spending time with
him. What's he saying or doing in that time? Or do you just need to sit and listen? Or do you need to do
the talking? It doesn't. Matter. Think about. Like I've had this phrase of having coffee with Jesus, where |
just sit there and sometimes it's really focused and intense and I'm like, God, what's going on? Or
sometimes you're just. Mellow and just sitting. But however you do that, have Jesus be deep in time
with you. Have him deep down and let him affect the rest of your life. He will then be what bubbles up
when the unexpected things happen. He guides our responses and interactions with other people. He
leads us to be obedient and to follow his direction. That helps us show him like the shepherds. But it
starts with having him deep down, treasured in our hearts like Mary, so treasure Jesus and everything
he brings deep down within your heart. So we want to remember that Jesus is the perfect package and



in him all of the gifts of Advent came. Now we can remember that in a variety of ways, whatever works
for you in a minute, the kids Club is going to come up and share some things that are going to help us.
Ryan, that's Ryan. | worked out a signal. That's the. Signal to go get the kids, OK?

Got it.

Subtlety is not a strong point of being Ryan, so we're. Just just don't pay any attention to the two of us,
except when I'm up here. Otherwise don't. It's fine. The kids are going to come up. They're going to
share some ornaments they made that have to go along with Advent and some of the themes, and
hopefully that will help us remember it. But as they're getting ready. | want to encourage you to
remember Jesus, we're going to eat apps together in a little bit. We're going to listen to the kids, we're
going to sing more carols. We're going to go and do whatever it is that your Christmas time will be. And
that's great. Have fun, rest, enjoy. Catch up with people, spend the time. But don't forget Jesus and
everything that came. With him, let's pray. Gotto thank you fortoday for this morning. God, we're here
to celebrate and that is that you sent your son and that he came. So | pray that we would remember
that he was a perfect package, the package that was able to bear all our imperfections and pay for our
sins. So, God, | pray that we would treasure Jesus deep down in our hearts, but also share him, pray that
in our lives God we would run to him first, but then not be afraid to run out and share. Him as well. So
we thank you again for this morning and for the. Birth of your son, your name. Amen.



